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Guidance on distance learning modalities to reach all children and youth during 
school closures: focusing on low- and no-tech modalities to reach the most 
marginalized. 

This guidance on continuity of learning during school closures draws on the key lessons 
learned from the COVID-19 education response around the world. The target audience is 
government policymakers and education staff of national and international organizations 
involved in the education response during school closures. Each section covers key learning 
modalities and how they can be used for self-learning or teacher-guided learning during 
school closures. It focuses on low and no-tech modalities to reach the most disadvantaged 
and marginalized children. 

The Knowledge 4 Action in South Asia spotlight for this issue focuses on our first set of 3 case studies from India that 
highlight UNICEF’S COVID-19 interventions. The case studies provide specific analysis in access to nutritious foods, 
continuity of counselling and provision of health services despite disruptions by COVID-19 pandemic. Summaries and full 
case studies are accessible below.

Enhancing access to nutritious foods for vulnerable groups in Gujarat during COVID–19 Lockdown: This case study 
describes an innovative nutrition gardening initiative under the Integrated Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS). The 
case study also shares key progress and lessons learned from this initiative in mitigating disruptions in access to nutritious 
foods by vulnerable households. (Access full case study here)

UNICEF Jharkhand Supports Continuity in Breastfeeding Counselling in Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres Amidst 
Lockdown: This case study describes efforts by UNICEF to ensure continuity in the delivery of infant and young child 
feeding counselling services in the NRCs in the State of Jharkhand. The case study shares key progress and lessons learned 
in protecting, promotion and support for continued breastfeeding for the most vulnerable children admitted in NRCs in the 
state. (Access full case study here)

The Role of Health Camps in Cyclone Amphan Affected South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal during COVID -19: 
This case study highlights the role of partnership and volunteerism in the provision of health services in the Sunderbans 
delta in South 24 Pargana district during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Access full case study here)

Access full document here
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Access full document here

School Reopening Toolkit: Planning and Monitoring for Safe Return to School.

This toolkit provides checklists, technical guides, and key resources which aim to guide and inform decisions, preparations 
and actions needed at the Ministerial, sub-national and school-level when planning for safe school reopening and operations 
and monitoring for safe return to school.

01: Education

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCase%20Studies%2FIndia%2FHealth%20Camps%20in%20Cyclone%20Amphan%20Affected%20South%2C%20final%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCase%20Studies%2FIndia
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCase%20Studies%2FIndia%2FMaintaining%20Vegetable%20Gardens%20in%20Anganwadis%2C%20final%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCase%20Studies%2FIndia
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCase%20Studies%2FIndia%2FUNICEF%20Jharkhand%20Supports%20Bedside%20Breastfeeding%2C%20final%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCase%20Studies%2FIndia
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=aS8eV6&cid=119b13a2%2D0954%2D42bf%2D88d7%2De10090bc5c99&FolderCTID=0x01200087A07D55C5EFF348860632FE2077A76D&id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FEducation%20Section%2FGuidance%20Continuity%20of%20Learning%20during%20COVID%2D19%20%2D%20Reaching%20All%20Children%5FUNICEF%20ROSA%20updated%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FEducation%20Section
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/teams/SAR-Education/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB70A8C7D-A83E-418E-B573-095A814DC624%7D&file=Opening%20Up%20Better%20Schools%20Toolkit_16%20September%202020.xlsx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
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 Access both full documents here and here

Universal vitamin A supplementation for preschool-aged children in the context of 
COVID-19: GAVA consensus statement. 

Vitamin A deficiency (VAD) remains a pervasive problem in much of sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia. Vitamin A Supplementation (VAS) is a life-saving intervention that is vital to reduce 
the risk of child mortality, morbidity, and malnutrition in countries with high levels of VAD. These 
2-guidance note serves as a consensus document based on the Global Alliance for Vitamin A 
(GAVA’s) review of WHO guidance for other services that use mass campaigns (e.g. vaccination) 
and routine health delivery platforms.

Minimum requirements checklist for integrating gender 
equality in the implementation of the UN framework for 
the socioeconomic response to COVID-19. 

This checklist highlights the minimum requirements for 
the integration of gender equality in the implementation 
of the UN framework, for immediate health system and 
socioeconomic support in response to COVID-19. The primary 
audience is the UN Country Teams (UNCTs) engaged in 
socio-economic assessment, design, implementation and 
monitoring of technical support, operations and programming 
for COVID-19 responses. 

Access full document here

UNICEF technical note: five actions for gender equality in the COVID-19 response. 

This technical note has been prepared to facilitate the exchange of knowledge and to stimulate discussion. The technical 
note gives overview and prioritizes five core programmatic and advocacy actions that focus on public health, social and 
economic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. As the learning and adaptation to the pandemic improves over the 
next months, the technical note is intended to be an iterative global good that will be expanded and elaborated. 

Access full document here

Access full document here

Nutrition exchange South Asia: improving young children’s diets. 

This issue of Nutrition Exchange (NEX) South Asia on complementary feeding practices includes 
nine articles from six countries of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Pakistan. 
The issue gives an overview from UNICEF ROSA and a regional perspective on tackling the 
double burden of malnutrition. The issue focuses on and gives priority to the ‘voice’ of national 
government actors as the primary authors, along with their development partners.

Access full document here and here

Guidance on Monitoring Learning Continuity during COVID-19 School Closures.

This guidance is meant to be used by anyone who is considering a monitoring exercise to better understand the reach 
and use of distance learning modalities. The guidance is divided into six key steps, each with guiding questions, points for 
further consideration, and examples of good practices in monitoring and more generally in survey design. Accompanying 
this guidance is a Question Bank, which provides sample questions to understand children’s, parents’ and teachers’ 
experiences with distance learning.

03: Gender  

02: Nutrition

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-NUT-COVID19/Nutrition%20Webinars/Forms/AllItems.aspx?originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmY6L3MvUEQtTlVULUNPVklEMTkvRWdTRzF5alJRZUZDa1pzR3JfQjFrZHdCajE2algycmJiS2VnS3NEbHVmNTNWdz9ydGltZT1zNGNsMHhObDJFZw&id=%2Fsites%2FPD%2DNUT%2DCOVID19%2FNutrition%20Webinars%2FOperationalizing%20Vitamin%20A%20Supplementation%20%28VAS%29%20in%20the%20Context%20of%20COVID%2D19%2FGAVA%2DConsensus%2DStatement%2DVAS%2Din%2Dthe%2Dcontext%2Dof%2DCOVID%2D19%2Dv%2E20200407%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPD%2DNUT%2DCOVID19%2FNutrition%20Webinars%2FOperationalizing%20Vitamin%20A%20Supplementation%20%28VAS%29%20in%20the%20Context%20of%20COVID%2D19
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/PD-NUT-COVID19/Nutrition%20Webinars/Forms/AllItems.aspx?originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmY6L3MvUEQtTlVULUNPVklEMTkvRWdTRzF5alJRZUZDa1pzR3JfQjFrZHdCajE2algycmJiS2VnS3NEbHVmNTNWdz9ydGltZT1zNGNsMHhObDJFZw&id=%2Fsites%2FPD%2DNUT%2DCOVID19%2FNutrition%20Webinars%2FOperationalizing%20Vitamin%20A%20Supplementation%20%28VAS%29%20in%20the%20Context%20of%20COVID%2D19%2FGAVA%2DOperational%2DGuidance%2DVAS%2Din%2Dthe%2Dcontext%2Dof%2DCOVID%2D19%2D1%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPD%2DNUT%2DCOVID19%2FNutrition%20Webinars%2FOperationalizing%20Vitamin%20A%20Supplementation%20%28VAS%29%20in%20the%20Context%20of%20COVID%2D19
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=aS8eV6&cid=119b13a2%2D0954%2D42bf%2D88d7%2De10090bc5c99&FolderCTID=0x01200087A07D55C5EFF348860632FE2077A76D&id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FROSA%20Gender%20Section%20KM%20Products%5FJuly%202020%2FFINAL%20IANWGE%20Gender%20COVID%2D19%20Minimum%20Requirements%20Checklist%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FROSA%20Gender%20Section%20KM%20Products%5FJuly%202020
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=aS8eV6&cid=119b13a2%2D0954%2D42bf%2D88d7%2De10090bc5c99&FolderCTID=0x01200087A07D55C5EFF348860632FE2077A76D&id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FROSA%20Gender%20Section%20KM%20Products%5FJuly%202020%2FGender%20Equality%20COVID19%20Technical%20Note%20FINAL%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FROSA%20Gender%20Section%20KM%20Products%5FJuly%202020
https://www.ennonline.net/attachments/3568/NEX-Asia-2_2July2020.pdf
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-Education/COVID19/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DEducation%2FCOVID19%2F%2D%20Monitoring%20and%20indicators%2FGuidance%20Documents%2FUNICEF%20ROSA%5FMonitoring%20learning%20continuity%20during%20COVID%5F17%20Aug%202020%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DEducation%2FCOVID19%2F%2D%20Monitoring%20and%20indicators%2FGuidance%20Documents&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmljZWYuc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmI6L3QvU0FSLUVkdWNhdGlvbi9FWlJydmkzYWlxUkFnZ3Q2RUhadmpwSUIxeFVieXh5TmZDd0xSb0JwMUZjZVpnP3J0aW1lPUZVUzFVYlIxMkVn
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:w:/t/SAR-Education/EUcmxjnghelOqHWnWZqmyNEBXY6TcZYR7lqh3rvovlOFdQ?e=Rymphg
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Lives upended: how COVID-19 threatens the futures of 600 million South Asian children.

These 2 reports provide overview and highlight some of the critical areas such as health, nutrition, education, WASH,
protection, youth, and community that are heavily affected by the COVID-19 lockdown. The reports call on governments and
their international and the private sector to prioritize a series of critical actions and policies. Resources and tools for planning
and implementing nudge-based interventions in schools are also provided.

04: Communications 

Access full document here and here

Impact of COVID-19 on child protection in South Asia. 

This Framework on the Impact of COVID-19 on Child Protection in South Asia analyses the two-to-three-year impact of 
COVID-19. The framework covers issues of how the child protection system must adapt and respond to prevent and 
address the protection vulnerabilities of children. It takes advantage of any opportunities to reform the child protection 
approach to better protect children now and in the future. The framework was jointly drafted by the CP section and Nepal 
CO with review and inputs from the other COs. 

Webinar on the impact of COVID-19 on child marriage in South Asia, 9 April 2020.

UNICEF ROSA, UNFPA APRO and Plan International Asia Pacific Regional Hub jointly hosted a webinar on the impact of 
COVID-19 on child marriage in South Asia, guidance being developed, and emerging programmatic responses on 9 April 
2020.

Disruptions in violence prevention and response services in South Asia.

This document highlights the disruption of violence prevention and response services for the 616 million children that live in the 7 
countries in South Asia. The information is presented in figures and maps which show the percentage of countries in South Asia 
that have reported any level of disruption in any services related to violence against children.

Access full document here

Access full document here

Access full document here

ROSA interim guide for preventing and mitigating COVID-19 in High Density Low 
Resource settings.

This document includes infographics focuses on urban areas, urban slums, refugee 
camps and displaced populations where global guidance on social-physical distance, 
continuity of services and other recommendations may not be fully applicable. It 
identifies key flash points, adaptative innovations, strategic guiding principles and or 
interventions to strengthen and support an integrated public health response around 
health, C4D, WASH, nutrition, protection, and education.

Access full document here

05: Child Protection

06: WASH

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=aS8eV6&cid=119b13a2%2D0954%2D42bf%2D88d7%2De10090bc5c99&FolderCTID=0x01200087A07D55C5EFF348860632FE2077A76D&id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FCommunication%20Section%2FReports%20and%20Publications%2FUNICEF%20Upended%20Lives%20Report%20%2D%20June%202020%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FCommunication%20Section%2FReports%20and%20Publications
ttps://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-WASH/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/By%20local%20category.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DWASH%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FUSING%20ENVIRONMENTAL%20NUDGES%20TO%20IMPROVE%20HANDWASHING%20WITH%20SOAP%20AMONG%20SCHOOL%20CHILDREN%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DWASH%2FDocumentLibrary1
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=aS8eV6&cid=119b13a2%2D0954%2D42bf%2D88d7%2De10090bc5c99&FolderCTID=0x01200087A07D55C5EFF348860632FE2077A76D&id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020%2FCP1%2E%20South%20Asia%20Child%20Protection%20COVID%20Impact%20Framework%5Fdraft9June2020%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FData%20%26%20Monitoring%2FKnowledge%20Management%2FSection%20Updates%20%2D%20July%202020
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1cc2j78037i59wz/Webinar%20child%20marriage%20and%20COVID-19%20in%20South%20Asia%2009Apr20.mp4?dl=0
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/SAR-COVID19/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B284C3EBA-2EBA-4361-8CA5-A26F8A9D8EA9%7D&file=Disruptions%20in%20violence%20prevention%20and%20response%20services%20in%20South%20Asia_UNICEF%20Survey_Presentation_August%202020%20.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true&cid=d7718a4d-e85e-4719-9dd5-84d5ff0ad7a5
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-WASH/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/By local category.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DWASH%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FCOVID%2D19%20and%20WASH%20Info%2Dgraphics%2C%20ROSA%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DWASH%2FDocumentLibrary1


Tracking the Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 on Children and Families in Nepal.

The first and second series of the monthly household surveys to track the socio-economic multi sectoral impact of COVID-19 
on children and families in Nepal. Three key findings from the second survey are summarized in addition to the graphs:
There is a significant drop in the share of respondents belonging to the top income group (50K+). This means that the 
income distribution has shifted downward significantly.
The findings imply a strong possibility that poverty has gone up, though the change might be temporary.
Coping patterns of respondents have not changed since May. Most respondents from low income families choose to 
borrow funds. Middle- and high-income families choose to use their savings.

UNICEF delivers pioneering initiative to provide home 
education in south-eastern Chittagong of Bangladesh 
during the COVID-19 lockdown.

Access full story here

A UNICEF-supported home learning initiative in the remote 
south-eastern Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh 
has made significant progress in offsetting the effects of 
a country-wide education lockdown implemented due to 
COVID-19. 

In addition, UNICEF has supplied home-based learning packs 
for the children. The learning packs contain two months of 
curriculum that provide instructions to parents on how to 
engage children at home with meaningful learning activities. 
The learning-at-home package is especially designed for 

Bangladesh 

Nepal 

 Access both full documents here and here

children in hard-to-reach areas providing daily routine of children’s activities which include rhymes and songs. The curriculum 
has been adapted and modified from the existing Para Centers’ module which is already familiar to the children. The aim is 
to expand the programme to all the 53,000 children in the three CHT districts with the support from government and other 
partners.

0%

Pro
vin

ce
 1

Pro
vin

ce
 2

Pro
vin

ce
 5

Bag
m

at
i

Gan
dak

i

Kar
nali

Suduru
pas

ch
im All

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

77%

59%

36%
35%

55%
48%

55%
48%

80%

90%

Percentage reporting earnings or livelihoods losses by province

Sub-Metropolitan

Rural Municipality

Municipality

Metropolitan City

All

61%

54%

51%

55%

55%

Percentage reporting earnings or livelihoods
losses and place of residence

For more information, please contact:
Kenge James Gunya; 
Knowledge Management Specialist
(ROSA)

Email: jkenge@unicef.org

Access full document here

Using environmental nudges to improve handwashing with soap among school children.

This resource guide provides overview on rapidly deployable interventions for use as an interim measure during school 
re-openings. There is an upcoming practical guidance on how this guidance could be implemented including tools and 
equipment needed as well as a monitoring framework. 
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https://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/en/stories/home-education-project-reaches-children-remote-parts-bangladesh
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/SAR-COVID19/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FChildren%20with%20Disabilities%2FNepal%20COVID%2D19%20Child%20and%20Family%20Tracker%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FChildren%20with%20Disabilities&RootFolder=%2Fteams%2FSAR%2DCOVID19%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FChildren%20with%20Disabilities&FolderCTID=0x01200087A07D55C5EFF348860632FE2077A76D
https://www.unicef.org/nepal/media/9971/file/Child%20and%20Family%20Tracker%20-%20July%202020%20Findings.pdf
mailto:jkenge%40unicef.org?subject=
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/teams/SAR-WASH/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B89CDC549-5E8A-401A-9C54-79F74D1ABB34%7D&file=Nudge%20Guide%20for%20Schools_FINAL.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true

